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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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It would have been all but impossible for these men to keep an on-going record and the Spirit had not been given to guide them. 


     Second, the harmony is missing. The harmony of the recorded gospels attest to their truthfulness and any thing to the contrary is put to shame. Four works, to separate readers, by four men of different backgrounds at different times, tell the same story without contradiction. 


     Third and foremost, knowledge is missing. What would Judas know about the Gospel of Jesus? The gospel is not the trappings of the life of Jesus or the details of his death although these things play a critical role in His story. The gospel of Jesus is His resurrection, His appearance before His disciples and His ascension to the Father. Without these it was only another death by crucifixion. Judas knew nothing about this, he had killed himself some eleven days before. What could he have written that would be relevant to the gospel?


     No, it is not another gospel but a perverted gospel and all who toy with it should heed the words of Paul, "But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema". (Gal 1:8-9) 


     The hope of all men is the Gospel of Jesus spoken by men who had seen and heard (Acts 4: 20) or had received the revelation of Jesus Christ (Gal. 1: 12)


     Thomas placed his finger in the print and believed. Jesus said, "Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed (are) they that have not seen, and (yet) have believed'. (John 20:29)


			JP











    Habits can be both good and bad.  And there are rewards for either.  Good habits can result in growth, progress, encouragement--and eventually, heaven.  Bad habits can result in bondage, enslavement, shackles--and eventually hell.  Both the habit and its attendant reward are matters of human choice.  


     Mrs. Sigourney once said, "Habits, thought in their commencement like the filmy line of the spider, trembling at every breeze, may, in the end prove as links of tempered steel, binding a deathless being to eternal felicity or woe,"


     This little bit if wisdom accurately depicts habitude.  It shows both sides.  Good habits start like the "filmy line of the spider" but at the end are like "links of tempered steel."  They bind us to what is good and make the encroachments of evil difficult, while still possible.  On the other hand, the bad habit, which also starts like a small thread, eventually binds like steel, making the escape difficult, though not impossible.


     First, some good habits, how they are formed, and what you can expect from them. Remember, "A large part of Christian virtue consists in good habits" (Paley).  Peter said, after recommending the Christian graces, "…if these things be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful…" That requires consistence.  Good habits are necessary to please God.





1.  The habit of higher thinking.     "Keep thy heart above all keeping, for 








Such a habit has disastrous effect on a man's character (Colossians 3:1ff).


   


 5.  The habit of unrestrained participation.  Moderation is the badge of the righteous.  We live in a world where excesses are not only available, but promoted as stylish.  Too much of anything--even a good thing-- can be made wrong.  Paul said, "Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are whom ye obey?"  (Romans 6:16).  Peter reminds that "of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought into bondage (2 Peter 2:19), or, as the NIV has it, "…for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him."  Not much need be said about the habit of smoking or dipping snuff because the principle regarding these acts is amply stated.  S'nuff said, right?


   


     6.  The habit of allowing lewd thinking a place in the mind.  Are you aware that over 80% of the magazines begun since 1989 are pornographic?  That statistic speaks volumes about what people are allowing into their minds.  To allow the mind to habitually tolerate lewd, pornographic and lascivious thoughts is to train it to react to the possibilities suggested by such thoughts without much restraint.  Danger!  Crash ahead!


     Habits are part of life.  Good ones need to be formed.  Bad ones need to be repulsed before they get hold of us.


     "Sow an act, and you reap a habit; sow a habit, and you reap a character; sow a character, and you reap a destiny."


     It all begins with simple repetitions.  Careful!





�









					





Repetitions and Rewards


By Dee Bowman





To some extent or the other, we are all creatures of habit.  Day after day, we do what we do almost without thinking.  Most men shave the same way every day, most women put on their makeup the same way every day.  We are even wont to say, "We're all creatures of habit."�





out of it are the issues of life" (Proverbs.


4:23).  Right thinking is the place where


actions are germinated, where plans are made, where decisions are contemplated.


When one is in the habit of thinking about things true, noble, right, pure, lovely, of good report (Philippians 4:8ff), his actions will follow along "naturally," or habitually.


   


     2.  The habit of persistent piety.           Devotion to God is the essence of Christianity.  Devotion requires reverence, piety.  "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy soul, with all thy heart, with all thy strength" (Matthew 22:37) is a call to habitual piety.


   


     3.  The habit of controlled speech.  Speech is the means by which social structures function.  It is basic to man's needs.  And good speech--speech under control--is the basis for peace as well as the means by which the gospel is spread.  When speech is under control, it not only means we make sure we don't engage in gossip or statements that are calculated to hurt and damage, but it also means we will use our tongues to encourage, to teach, to edify, and to evangelize (James 3:7-12; 1 Corinthians 14:15; 2 Timothy 2:2).


   


     4.  The habit of a worldly will.  Continual fraternization with the world promotes a worldly will, one which decides matters from a worldly perspective.  Decisions are made regularly


without considering spiritual values, moral suasion, or heavenly precepts.   





Another Gospel?





I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another (gospel) only there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. (Gal 1:6-7)





     Perhaps you are aware that a TV special will air tonight called "The Gospel of Judas". Some new geological find has turned up some manuscripts attributed to Judas Iscariot, and the National Geographic Society (always a reliable source for 


Truth about God) is going to tell us all about it.  This is nothing new, for through the years many claims of new revelation attributed to various ones from Mary Magdalene to Gabriel have appeared to reveal the "true Jesus and His life".  As should be expected, religious zealots and skeptics alike are having a field day. I heard one skeptic say in so many words, "This will show them, when they put the bible together they took the manuscripts that fit their cause and left the others out". 


     I don't think I will waste the time watching this but if curiosity gets the better of me and I do, I will probably fill the only purpose the producers have in mind i.e., to draw an audience. But, for just a 


moment, consider some facts that make the idea of a "Gospel of Judas" so preposterous.


     First the timing is wrong. The four recorded gospels were written after the fact. The synoptic gospels were written between (AD 55-68) and the gospel of John (AD 60-90) probably after the destruction of Jerusalem, for two simple reasons.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All





   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green; Bro. Jack and Josh 


Sis Bonnie Smith's aunt is in rehab.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. There have been 


some set backs  


Elizabeth and Marty Hammond as her 


delivery is very near.








______________________________





Ladies Bible Class


April 17th at 7:30 PM


At the Building





Please note this change from the


normal 1st Monday, for April only


     ____________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---A Petrochko


Song Leader---Marty Hammond


Lord's Supper---Phillip West


   Asst. 1-----David Brown	


   Asst. 2-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 5-----Jim Statham


2nd Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Scripture Reading---Jason Gaston


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Grant Hicks


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----A Petrochko


Song Leader-------Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------David Brown


Read Scripture ---Zachary Huff


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Phillip West


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Cecil Douthitt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


Invitation---Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer---Drew Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














